
ONLINE AND MOBILE FINANCIAL SERVICES
—

Google is going to insure the funds left in Google Wallet. The company will hold Wallet 
balances in multiple banking institutions that are FDIC-insured.
http://fintechranking.com/2015/04/20/google-wallet-funds-are-now-fdic-insured/

Read in Russian: http://futurebanking.ru/post/2826

Currency Cloud, which provides international payments to businesses via an API, has 
expanded to the US, opening offices in New York. The company has seen incredible 
success in Europe, where customers have already processed $10 billion of international 
payments. Currency Cloud’s rapid growth led it to make payments to 170 countries and 
serve over 150,000 end customers, last year alone.

http://fintechranking.com/2015/04/21/10b-currency-cloud-launches-in-the-us/

Read in Russian: http://rebanking.ru/payment-engine-dvizhok-dlya-mezhdunarodnyih-platezhey/

More and more often large companies prefer p2p-lending platforms to banks as 
lending partners. Uber has partnered with the p2p-lender Zopa to assist drivers who 
want to purchase a car.

http://fintechranking.com/2015/05/06/uber-zopa-hook-up-to-help-drivers-purchase-cars/

Read in Russian: http://futurebanking.ru/post/2831

FinServ 25: The Most Influential Voices In Banking.
http://fintechranking.com/2015/04/27/finserv-25-the-most-influential-voices-in-banking/

Affirm, the online lender where (PayPal co-founder) Max Levchin is co-founder and CEO, 
has now raised $275 million. The «vast majority» of the round is debt that the company 
expects to lend out to its customers, an average of $400 at a time. Previously, Affirm had 
raised about $50 million, also a combination of debt and equity. San Francisco-based 
Affirm helps people pay in installments for purchases, with a sliding scale 10 percent 
to 30 percent annual markup, based on its estimation of the buyer’s creditworthiness. 
Affirm’s customers are «near-prime to sub-prime» — that is, financially responsible, but 
with a limited budget or credit history and, often, a wariness of credit cards.
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http://fintechranking.com/2015/05/06/max-levchins-affirm-raises-275-million-to-make-loans/

Read in Russia: https://roem.ru/07-05-2015/194703/affirm-round-mattress/

7 ways mobile money will help Latin America. For the past few years, mobile money 
technology has advanced rapidly to create solutions for the unbanked. However, in 
Latin America, all too often there have been excuses why the region’s unbanked could 
not or would not be able to enjoy the same services.
http://fintechranking.com/2015/05/08/7-ways-mobile-money-will-help-latin-america/

New York’s Department of Financial Services granted a license to Bitcoin exchange 
itBit, giving the company the ability to operate broadly in the U.S. In addition to 
receiving a charter from the NYDFS, itBit is also announcing a $25 million round of 
funding.
http://fintechranking.com/2015/05/07/bitcoin-exchange-receives-first-license-in-new-york-state/

READ MORE

http://venturebeat.com/2015/05/07/this-is-the-first-bitcoin-exchange-to-be-licensed-in-the-u-s/
http://www.wired.com/2015/05/new-york-backs-bitcoin-exchange-may-not-fly-california/

Infographics: European fintech ecosystem.
http://www.signed.vc/fintech/

Best Buy is the first big-name U.S. retailer to break ranks with a Walmart-led Apple Pay 
competitor, announcing today that it will accept Apple’s digital payment system in its 
U.S. stores later this year. Best Buy has also started accepting Apple Pay as a payment 
method in its apps. The partnership is a big one for Apple, because it’s the first with a 
member of MCX, a consortium of retailers and food chains that is building a payment 
app called CurrentC that is expected to be competitive with Apple Pay.
http://fintechranking.com/2015/04/27/apple-pay-coming-to-best-buy-stores-as-retailer-breaks-ranks-from-
walmart-led-rival/

Lev Leviev and Vyacheslav Mirilashvili’s Vaizra Investments participated in a new 
investment round of a zero-fee stock trading app Robinhood. On May 7 the company 
announced a $50 million round of funding led by New Enterprise Associates (NEA), 
with the participation of existing investors Index Ventures, Ribbit Capital and Social 
Leverage.
http://fintechranking.com/2015/05/07/robinhood-raises-50-million-and-reveals-plans-for-expansion-to-

australia/

Read in Russian: http://siliconrus.com/2015/05/vaizra-robinhood/

Square Cash now lets you send a direct payment of a specific amount to a person or 
organization using a «$Cashtag». For the uninitiated, a «$Cashtag» is Square’s payment 
system for accepting simple payments over the Web via a customized URL.
http://fintechranking.com/2015/05/09/square-cashtags-now-let-you-set-payment-amounts-right-in-the-url/

Industry Convergence In Financial Services Is Accelerating.
http://fintechranking.com/2015/04/27/industry-convergence-in-financial-services-is-accelerating/

PayPal is rolling out seamless, one-touch payments across the web, allowing customers 
to checkout from a merchant’s website without having to enter in their user ID and 
password again. The system, called One Touch for Web, is an expansion of PayPal’s 
earlier efforts on mobile.
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http://fintechranking.com/2015/04/28/paypal-brings-its-instant-checkout-service-one-touch-across-the-web/

READ MORE

http://thenextweb.com/apps/2015/04/28/paypal-is-making-it-easier-to-shop-online-with-one-touch-payments-
on-the-web/

Circle, the Bitcoin startup that veteran entrepreneur Jeremy Allaire started, just raised 
$50 million from Goldman Sachs and IDG Capital Partners.
http://fintechranking.com/2015/04/30/jeremy-allaires-bitcoin-startup-circle-takes-50m-from-goldman-sachs-
idg/

JEREMY ALLAIRE WANTS everyone to use bitcoin. Allaire is the co-founder and CEO 
of Circle, a digital currency startup that also touts a bitcoin wallet, which the company 
released last September. While bitcoin has grown in popularity in recent years, it’s 
still widely seen as money for privacy-minded geeks. Allaire wants to change that 
perception, which is why the next version of Circle’s wallet is designed to let users also 
hold, send, and receive US dollars.
http://www.wired.com/2015/04/circle-bitcoin-digital-wallet/

Coinbase is finally landing in the United Kingdom. Coinbase is the bitcoin wallet and 
platform backed with more than $100 million from DFJ, NYSE and Andreessen Horowitz 
and that has attracted north of 2.7 million consumer accounts. With the expansion, 
they’re bringing both the exchange and their consumer wallet to the British market. UK-
based users will be able to trade bitcoin against the British pound and the euro. CEO 
Brian Armstrong adds that they’re hoping to be in 40 countries by the end of the year.
http://fintechranking.com/2015/04/28/coinbase-expands-to-the-united-kingdom-with-wallet-exchange/

READ MORE

http://thenextweb.com/uk/2015/04/29/coinbase-brings-its-bitcoin-wallet-and-exchange-to-the-uk/

E-commerce platform Bigcommerce announced today that it has made its first 
acquisition, point-of-sale and inventory management software startup Zing. The value 
of the deal was undisclosed.
http://fintechranking.com/2015/04/29/bigcommerce-acquires-checkout-and-inventory-software-startup-zing/

MX, the personal finance startup formerly known as Money Desktop, has just inked a 
$30 million Series A funding deal led by a subsidiary of USAA. Tokyo-based VC firm 
Digital Garage also participated in the round. MX previously raised a healthy seed 
round from various early-stage investors for $20 million late last year. This brings the 
total amount of funding to $50 million for the startup. MX founder Ryan Caldwell was 
hesitant to talk about the valuation, but we’ve heard it’s about triple the previous $100 
million valuation. According to Pitchbook*, MX was worth $243 million pre-money and 
is now worth $273 million.
http://fintechranking.com/2015/04/30/personal-finance-startup-mx-pulls-in-30-million-series-a-funding-from-
usaa-and-digital-garage/

Zenefits today said it has raised $500 million in a round led by Fidelity and TPG at a 
whopping $4.5 billion valuation. The company, which allows small- and medium-sized 
businesses to manage human resources services in a much simpler fashion, is one of 
the fastest-growing SaaS businesses ever, and in an interview, Zenefits CEO Parker 
Conrad said the big round was raised to keep the company growing as quickly as it 
already is.
http://fintechranking.com/2015/05/06/zenefits-just-raised-500-million-at-a-4-5-billion-valuation/
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Tech’s Next Big Legal Clash Will Be Over Selling Insurance. REGULATORY CLASHES 
HAVE become a badge of honor in Silicon Valley. If you’re making enough of an impact 
to piss off the powers that be, the idea goes, you’re probably doing something right. 
(Think Uber and Airbnb.) By that measure, human resources software startup Zenefits is 
pretty much killing it. It’s a good thing for Zenefits, then, that it’s just raised $500 million 
(at a $4.5 billion valuation). To fight the political and legal battles ahead, it’s going to 
need it.
http://www.wired.com/2015/05/zenefits-funding/

Will Automated Driving Kill The Auto Insurance Industry?
http://fintechranking.com/2015/05/07/will-automated-driving-kill-the-auto-insurance-industry/

Dopay, a London-headquartered startup that offers a payroll service for the unbanked, 
has closed a $2 million seed. Investors in the round of funding include global private-
equity firmACE & Company, plus a syndicate of angels from the banking, private-equity 
and hedge-fund industries.
http://fintechranking.com/2015/04/30/dopay-banks-2m-to-launch-a-cloud-payroll-service-for-the-unbanked/

In what may be one of its first investments in a Series A round, the investment firm 
KKR has pulled from its $98.6 billion in assets under management to lead a $15 million 
investment in fundraising platform Artivest. The deal is part of a broader push from the 
private-equity firm to invest more actively in startup technology companies.
http://fintechranking.com/2015/05/04/investment-giant-kkr-leads-rare-15m-early-stage-round-for-fundraising-
platform-artivest/

For those who are looking to invest in real estate, finding good opportunities can be 
difficult. In commercial real estate, unless you know a property owner or developer, 
it’s nearly impossible to get your foot in the door. But today onstage at Disrupt NY, a 
company called Selequity has launched a platform that will make crowdfunding real 
estate investments much easier.
http://fintechranking.com/2015/05/04/selequity-is-a-crowdfunding-platform-for-investing-in-commercial-real-
estate/

Y Combinator non-profit alum Zidisha is launching its cross-border P2P lending platform 
in Haiti, its first Latin American market.
http://fintechranking.com/2015/05/05/making-a-social-impact-with-p2p-microfinance-zidisha-launches-in-haiti/

Digit operates a simple platform for helping consumers to save money, by simply 
connecting to their bank accounts and gradually funneling money into a non-interest-
bearing savings account. The service uses algorithms to track users’ spending behavior 
and moves money into savings in an automated fashion. To keep growing, the company 
received $11.3 million in new funding led by General Catalyst, with participation from 
existing investors Baseline Ventures and Google Ventures, as well as former Visa 
President Hans Morris. The company has now raised a total of $13.8 million.
http://fintechranking.com/2015/05/05/automated-savings-startup-digit-raises-11-3m-from-general-catalyst/

Starbucks calls it an «espresso shot» of a store. It’s just 538 sqft in the heart of Wall 
Street, and it has no armchairs to sit or power plugs for your laptop. Instead, the pilot 
store has been streamlined for the quick in-and-out of commuters on their way to work. 
Right when someone walks in, they’re greeted at the door by an employee holding a 
mobile ordering terminal at a small bar. They place their order from a limited menu, then 
walk to the main counter to pay and pick up their drink.
http://fintechranking.com/2015/04/30/starbucks-builds-a-store-with-no-line/

FINTECHRANKING.COM |  L IFESREDA.COMLIST OF RECOMMENDED FINTECH AND FINTECH-RELATED READING4

http://www.wired.com/2015/05/zenefits-funding/
http://fintechranking.com/2015/05/07/will-automated-driving-kill-the-auto-insurance-industry/
http://fintechranking.com/2015/04/30/dopay-banks-2m-to-launch-a-cloud-payroll-service-for-the-unbanked/
http://fintechranking.com/2015/05/04/investment-giant-kkr-leads-rare-15m-early-stage-round-for-fundraising-platform-artivest/
http://fintechranking.com/2015/05/04/investment-giant-kkr-leads-rare-15m-early-stage-round-for-fundraising-platform-artivest/
http://fintechranking.com/2015/05/04/selequity-is-a-crowdfunding-platform-for-investing-in-commercial-real-estate/
http://fintechranking.com/2015/05/04/selequity-is-a-crowdfunding-platform-for-investing-in-commercial-real-estate/
http://fintechranking.com/2015/05/05/making-a-social-impact-with-p2p-microfinance-zidisha-launches-in-haiti/
http://fintechranking.com/2015/05/05/automated-savings-startup-digit-raises-11-3m-from-general-catalyst/
http://fintechranking.com/2015/04/30/starbucks-builds-a-store-with-no-line/


The World's Top 10 Most Innovative Companies Of 2015 In Retail. FROM THE AMAZON 
OF INDIA TO THE WARBY PARKER OF WARBY PARKERS, THE COMPANIES CHANGING 
HOW WE SHOP.
http://fintechranking.com/2015/05/01/the-worlds-top-10-most-innovative-companies-of-2015-in-retail/

INSPIRASIA
—

2C2P, a Singapore-headquartered startup, has closed a $7 million Series C round to 
help solve the complexities across Southeast Asia. The round was provided by Hong 
Kong-based Amun Capital and GMO Venture Partnersfrom Japan. It takes the startup 
at $40 million pre-money, and takes it to $10 million from investors to date. 2C2P is not 
one of the most prominent startups in Asia.
http://fintechranking.com/2015/04/27/2c2p-raises-7m-to-bridge-the-payment-gap-in-southeast-asia/

READ MORE

https://www.techinasia.com/2c2p-series-c-funding/
http://e27.co/asias-homegrown-paypal-challenger-2c2p-raises-us7m-series-c-20150427/

Omise, a Thailand-based payment enabler, is in the money today after it raised a $2.6 
million Series A round to develop its payment gateway system and expand across 
Asia. Two-year-old Omise’s funding was led by Indonesian VC SMDV, with participation 
from existing investor East Ventures. 500 Tuktuks — 500 Startups’ dedicated fund for 
Thailand — and, interestingly, Thailand-based mobile operator True completed the line-
up. (Working with a telco in Southeast Asia often open doors and scaling opportunities 
with both partners and consumers).
http://fintechranking.com/2015/05/05/thailands-omise-lands-2-6m-to-expand-its-payment-gateway-across-
asia/

READ MORE

https://www.techinasia.com/omise-raises-fresh-funding/

It turns out that last year’s seven startup graduates of Accenture’s first FinTech 
Innovation Lab in Asia Pacific have so far gone on to collectively raise more than US$6 
million in funding — an impressive number. This year’s programme starting in August in 
Hong Kong hopes to piggy-back off the growing wave of fin-tech in the region.
http://fintechranking.com/2015/05/06/accenture-is-back-for-batch-2-of-its-fintech-innovation-lab-asia-pacific/

A glimpse inside LINE’s adorable Bangkok office and the global effect of its messenger 
culture.
http://fintechranking.com/2015/05/08/a-glimpse-inside-lines-adorable-bangkok-office-and-the-global-effect-
of-its-messenger-culture/

Job marketplace Freelancer.com announced today that it has agreed to purchase 
Escrow.com for $7.5 million in cash. The acquisition was funded by through an 
placement of $10 million AUD (about $7.8 million) in ordinary shares of Freelancer.com 
to institutional investors. As its name suggests, Escrow.com provides online escrow 
services for e-commerce sites by holding payments for goods or services until a 
transaction is successfully completed. Its commercial partners include eBay, GoDaddy, 
AutoTrader.com, and Flippa.com.
http://fintechranking.com/2015/04/27/freelancer-gets-into-epayments-with-7-5m-deal-to-acquire-escrow-com/

READ MORE

http://techcrunch.com/2015/04/26/freelancer-acquires-escrow/
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Online finance and lending platforms have been exploding in China, and the P2P 
lending sector is especially hot. In April we saw Xiaomi-backed Chinese P2P lending 
site Jimubox and Sequoia-backed P2P lending site PPDai raise massive series C 
rounds, and now that the month is over we’ve got data on the market as a whole. And 
that data, which comes from Yingcan Zixun, says that P2P web lending had its best 
month ever. Specifically, lending numbers were up in 19 of China’s provinces, and the 
month set a new record for total deal volume: RMB 55.1 billion (US$8.8 billion). That’s a 
11.9 percent growth compared to the market in March, and nearly 300 percent growth 
compared to April of 2014. The biggest players in terms of number of transactions were 
Hongling Chuangtou, PPMoney, and Lujinsuo.
http://fintechranking.com/2015/05/06/chinese-p2p-web-lending-breaks-new-record-in-april/

Peer-to-peer lending in China is one of the hottest — if not the hottest — business 
model in China’s venture capital scene right now. P2P lending startups are getting 
funded left and right, with new names entering the game each week. The pace of these 
companies flooding the market has risen so dramatically that we’ve largely given up on 
covering all of them.
http://fintechranking.com/2015/04/29/p2p-lending-scams-jumped-11-fold-in-china-last-year-on-track-for-even-
more-in-2015/

Mark Zuckerberg’s 8th pick for his Year of Books is Henry Paulson’s Dealing with China.
http://thenextweb.com/insider/2015/05/08/mark-zuckerbergs-year-of-books-henry-paulsons-dealing-with-
china/

Singapore-based private equity (PE) and venture capital (VC) fund managers deployed 
more than $9 billion, while VC investments exceeded $1 billion, with Singapore 
continuing to be a major investment hub.
http://fintechranking.com/2015/05/07/1672/ 

READ MORE

https://www.techinasia.com/singapores-neighbors-southeast-asia-encroaching-leading-role-startup-hub/

Myanmar consumers have among the highest mobile engagement of any market in 
Southeast Asia.
http://fintechranking.com/2015/05/07/in-word-of-outh-myanmar-startups-must-enter-trusted-circle/

PawnHero, LoanSolutions partner to provide lending options to Filipinos. The move is 
aimed at giving Filipinos easier access to loans and enabling more financial power.
http://fintechranking.com/2015/05/08/pawnhero-loansolutions-partner-to-provide-lending-options-to-filipinos/

How TradeHero is democratizing stock trading for Asia’s middle class.
http://fintechranking.com/2015/05/06/how-tradehero-is-democratizing-stock-trading-for-asias-middle-class/

Does crowdfunding have a future in Indonesia? We take a look at five crowdfunding 
sites.
http://fintechranking.com/2015/05/01/does-crowdfunding-have-a-future-in-indonesia-we-take-a-look-at-five-
crowdfunding-sites/

10 great co-working spaces in Taiwan.
http://fintechranking.com/2015/05/08/10-great-co-working-spaces-in-taiwan/
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Which is the startup capital of India? That has been an ongoing debate in recent times, 
with the three frontrunners — Bangalore, Delhi, and Mumbai — all staunchly staking 
their claim to the title. In the sheer number of startups and accelerators, Bangalore is 
way ahead.
http://fintechranking.com/2015/05/08/all-roads-lead-to-bangalore-for-vcs/

Samsung will release Samsung Pay in the second half of 2015, according to statements 
made by Samsung Electronics managing director Park Jin-young obtained by Korean 
news site, WhowiredKorea. The company previously said that the service would arrive 
in the US and South Korea «this summer» on its flagship phones: The Galaxy S6 and 
Galaxy S6 Edge. Expansion to Europe and China was expected sometime after.
http://fintechranking.com/2015/05/01/samsungs-answer-to-apple-pay-is-coming-in-the-second-half-of-this-
year/

According to World Happiness Report, Singapore is the happiest country in Asia and 
ranked 28 in the world.
http://worldhappiness.report/

Read in Russian: http://south-insight.com/node/1562

Alibaba Group Holding Ltd. Executive Chairman Jack Ma said the Chinese e-commerce 
giant has been expanding too quickly, and that he plans to cap the size of the 
company’s workforce at current levels for the time being.
http://fintechranking.com/2015/04/29/alibaba-to-put-cap-on-head-count/

Read in Russian: http://siliconrus.com/2015/04/stop-alibaba/

A huge Chinese company, Tiens Group, is treating more than half of its 12,000 
employees — namely 6400 — to a four-day holiday in France. They are expected to 
spend US$15m in total. 
http://fintechranking.com/2015/05/08/chinese-company-tiens-group-treats-6400-workers-to-four-day-paris-
holiday/

Read in Russian: http://siliconrus.com/2015/05/chinese-vacation/

While working on a long-term project called «Singapore», a photographic love letter to 
his native country, photographer Nguanstumbled upon the neighborhood of Geylang, 
home to a busy red light district. The area’s hundreds of unassuming brothels, with their 
telltale giant red building numbers, became the focus of Nguan’s second photo series, 
«Singaporean Brothels».
http://www.fastcodesign.com/3045969/exposure/a-peek-at-the-unassuming-brothels-of-singapore

INFLUENCES OTHER INDUSTRIES
—

BITCOIN: FIRST OFFICIALLY APPROVED THE EXCHANGE IN NY AND VISION OF 
BUYING HUSSLE-FREE. How Bitcoin Technology Could Make Home Buying Hassle-
Free. IDEO'S MATT WEISS EXPLORES HOW BLOCK CHAINS WILL TAKE THE 
MIDDLEMAN OUT OF EVERYDAY INTERACTIONS.
http://fintechranking.com/2015/05/01/how-bitcoin-technology-could-make-home-buying-hassle-free/
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Last week, investment management startup Wealthfront announced that former 
Facebook design director Kate Aronowitz would be joining the company as their new 
vice president of design. Formed in 2008 as one of the new wave of financial robo-
advisors, Wealthfront aims to largely automate the investment process, making it 
painless for users to invest their money even without knowing the first thing about the 
stock market. With Aronowitz now joining the company, she becomes yet another high-
profile Silicon Vally designer joining the finance world.
http://fintechranking.com/2015/05/04/why-facebooks-former-design-chief-is-joining-a-finance-startup/

Millennials don’t trust anyone. That’s a big deal. Of 10 major societal institutions, just 
two — the military and scientists — garnered majority support from millennials on the 
question of whom they trust to do the right thing most of the time. That's according to 
new polling by Harvard University's Institute of Politics of this most-written-and-talked-
about generation, which encompasses those ranging in age from 18 to 29.
http://fintechranking.com/2015/04/30/millennials-dont-trust-anyone-thats-a-big-deal/

READ MORE

http://college.usatoday.com/2015/04/29/harvard-poll-finds-millennials-have-little-faith-in-government-media/

The Short Life and Speedy Death of Russia’s Silicon Valley.
http://foreignpolicy.com/2015/05/06/the-short-life-and-speedy-death-of-russias-silicon-valley-medvedev-go-
russia-skolkovo/

Apple, the word’s most valuable corporation, has a new cash tally: $194 billion.
http://fintechranking.com/2015/04/27/apple-now-has-194-billion-in-cash/

When Google’s co-founders, Larry Page and Sergey Brin, decided to set up a venture-
capital fund back in 2009, they chose a relatively little-known neuroscience graduate, 
entrepreneur, and biotechnology investor to run it. His name is Bill Maris, and over the 
past five years, he’s become one of the most important and powerful men in Silicon 
Valley. Each year, Maris has $400 million to invest in startups. So far, Google Ventures, 
of which he is managing partner, has poured $2 billion into 300 of them, including the 
likes of Uber, the car hailing service; Slack, the office messaging system; Medium, the 
blogging platform; and a host of life-sciences and health companies.
http://fintechranking.com/2015/05/07/what-its-like-to-run-googles-2-billion-venture-capital-fund/

Rocket Internet’s food delivery service, Foodpanda, operating in Russia under the 
brand Delivery Club, raised a $100 million round, of which about $ 63 million coming 
from Goldman Sachs. Food delivery market in Russia is estimated over $1.5B and has a 
great growth potential, investors believe. 
http://fintechranking.com/2015/04/30/rocket-internets-foodpanda-gobbles-up-100m-more-led-by-goldman-
sachs/

READ MORE

http://venturebeat.com/2015/05/01/foodpanda-raises-100m-more-from-goldman-sachs-and-rocket-internet/
Read in Russian: http://kommersant.ru/doc/2723576

Sir Richard Branson's Advice For Entrepreneurs: Don't Be Afraid Of Fear.
http://fintechranking.com/2015/04/16/sir-richard-bransons-advice-for-entrepreneurs-dont-be-afraid-of-fear/

Read in Russian: http://www.forbes.ru/forbeslife/obrazovanie-i-karera/287729-richard-brenson-my-takie-
kakimi-nas-vidyat-nashi-klienty
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President of the American startup accelerator Y Combinator (investor of Dropbox and 
Airbnb) Sam Altman turned 30 and made a list of 36 things about life that he had found 
out for the past 10 years.
http://blog.samaltman.com/the-days-are-long-but-the-decades-are-short

http://siliconrus.com/2015/04/altman-advice/

You almost certainly associate Tesla with cars but the company has an even grander 
vision beyond that. CEO and founder Elon Musk unveiled «Tesla Energy» — a new 
business arm that is focused on ending our dependence on grid power and switching 
instead to solar energy.
http://fintechranking.com/2015/04/30/teslas-3000-powerwall-will-let-households-run-entirely-on-solar-energy/

READ MORE

http://thenextweb.com/gadgets/2015/05/01/elontricity/
Read in Russian: http://siliconrus.com/2015/05/tesla-battery/

Andrew Wilkinson, founder of MetaLab, the design agency that has developed the 
design of workplace messenger Slack, shares in his blog on the Medium platform what 
he thinks has made the service so popular. 
https://medium.com/@awilkinson/slack-s-2-8-billion-dollar-secret-sauce-5c5ec7117908

http://siliconrus.com/2015/05/what-makes-slack-different/

In a new space for entrepreneurship built at the University of Utah, students working on 
a startup have the option to live in a sleeping pod in the middle of a larger collaborative 
workspace as they work on a project. The housing is part of the Lassonde Institute, an 
incubator for new business at the school.
http://www.fastcoexist.com/3045715/these-sleeping-pods-are-designed-to-let-you-live-at-work-which-is-just-
what-you-want-right

As the millennial generation starts to reach its 30s, many of these ‘80s and ‘90s kids 
are having kids of their own, and recent surveys show one in five millennial parents is 
living in poverty. That’s the result of a combination of rising costs for raising children, 
falling wages, increased unemployment, and high debt—mostly college related. But 
the boomer generation seems to think otherwise: Millennials are to blame for their own 
financial situation, thanks to wasting time on the Internet and being too lazy to find jobs.
http://fintechranking.com/2015/05/01/the-real-reason-young-people-are-the-poorest-generation-in-25-years/

The 10 Cities That Are Doing The Most For Millennials.
http://www.fastcoexist.com/3045696/the-10-cities-that-are-doing-the-most-for-millennials

5 OFFICE DESIGN STRATEGIES THAT WILL MAKE EMPLOYEES HAPPIER.
http://www.fastcompany.com/3045981/work-smart/5-office-design-strategies-that-will-make-employees-
happier

THE VALUE IN CREATING A CULTURE OF CO-ENTREPRENEURS. EMPOWERING YOUR 
EMPLOYEES TO FEEL LIKE THEY HAVE A STAKE IN THE BUSINESS CAN HELP YOU 
KEEP TRUE TO YOUR MISSION.
http://www.fastcompany.com/3045924/hit-the-ground-running/the-value-in-creating-a-culture-of-co-
entrepreneurs
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210 ZAPPOS EMPLOYEES RESPOND TO HOLACRACY ULTIMATUM: WE'RE OUT. 
THE COMPANY IS FINISHING ITS TRANSITION TO A RADICAL NEW ORGANIZATION 
STRUCTURE. NEARLY 14% OF THE STAFF HAS DECIDED TO LEAVE THE COMPANY. 
What would you say if your boss told you wouldn't have a boss anymore? No, you're not 
fired. Your organization is just redistributing power, eliminating managers and job titles. 
Sound crazy? The concept, known as Holocracy, is gaining steam at some reputable 
companies.
http://fintechranking.com/2015/05/08/210-zappos-employees-responded-to-holacracy-ultimatum-were-out/

HOW FREELANCERS COULD DETERMINE THE NEXT PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION. 
FREELANCERS UNION FOUNDER EXPLAINS HOW THE 53 MILLION INDEPENDENT 
WORKERS COULD STEER THE 2016 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION. The 2016 presidential 
election—like pretty much every election in the past 30 years—will be determined by 
a relative handful of votes in a relative handful of states. Politicians will be biting and 
scratching for the slightest edge, hoping to carve out those few extra votes they need 
on the margins.
http://www.fastcompany.com/3045884/the-future-of-work/how-freelancers-could-determine-the-next-
presidential-election

When John Maeda landed in Silicon Valley in 2013 to take on a new role as a partner 
at Kleiner Perkins Caufield and Byers, he didn’t have a car—or even a place to stay. But 
instead of booking a hotel, he decided to navigate Menlo Park via the sharing economy. 
«People said, ‘Oh, you must be learning so much in Silicon Valley from all the CEOs’ », 
he says. «And I’m like, ‘No, I’m learning through Airbnb hosts and Uber drivers’».
http://www.fastcompany.com/3044296/most-creative-people/design-sense

CEO of UX Design Agency Alex Kreger posted in his blog on the Medium platform 
digital banking interface for a tablet computer with simple interface and animation. 
https://medium.com/@uxdesignagency/the-way-digital-banking-should-work-1d278efa96a6

Read in Russian: http://siliconrus.com/2015/05/bank-ui/

POLISH BANK INTRODUCES MOBILE ATMS YOU CAN SUMMON WITH AN APP. THE 
IDEA BANK HAS DEPLOYED A FLEET OF CARS WITH ATMS FOR ENTREPRENEURS TO 
MAKE MOBILE DEPOSITS, THOUGH ONLY IN WARSAW FOR NOW.
http://fintechranking.com/2015/05/05/polish-bank-introduces-mobile-atms-you-can-summon-with-an-app/

5 DEAD-SIMPLE WAYS TO MANAGE YOUR MONEY. "SET IT AND FORGET IT" WORKS 
IN THE WORLD OF MADE-FOR-TV APPLIANCES. SAME GOES FOR THESE PERSONAL 
FINANCE APPS.
http://fintechranking.com/2015/05/01/5-dead-simple-ways-to-manage-your-money/

What If Superheroes Replaced Politicians On The World's Currency? IRON MAN, 
CAPTAIN AMERICA, AND WOLVERINE LOOK EVEN BETTER ON U.S. CURRENCY THAN 
GEORGE WASHINGTON, THOMAS JEFFERSON, AND ABRAHAM LINCOLN.
http://www.fastcodesign.com/3045885/what-if-superheroes-replaced-politicians-on-the-worlds-currency
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SOME MORE FEATURED READINg 
FROM LIFE.SREDA VC IN RUSSIAN
—

mPOS-service LifePay has integrated with Visa QIWI Wallet. Merchants using LifePay 
for card payments and business management can now offer their customers to pay for 
services through the eWallet. 
http://futurebanking.ru/post/2825

http://www.banki.ru/news/lenta/?id=7960047

http://rusbase.vc/news/lifepay-qiwi/

The industrial production redistribution is still going on in the world. It’s shifting from 
China to Southeast Asia, but from the perspective of other countries everything remains 
the same: Asian manufactured goods still account for half of all produced in the world. 
http://kommersant.ru/doc/2713978

«A smart country» instead of «smart city»:  prime minister of Singapore about the role of 
technology in public life. 
http://apparat.cc/world/smart-country/

Singapore's Prime Minister, Lee Hsien Loong, has coded a computer program that 
solves Sudoku puzzles and published it on Facebook. The program is written it in the 
C++ programming language and you  shall type in the data line by line, then the solver 
will print out the solution(s).
https://nplus1.ru/news/2015/05/06/Singapore-PM-sudoku

10 most popular local sites in Hong Kong.
http://siliconrus.com/2015/04/hong-kong-top/

10 most popular local sites in Bangladesh.
http://siliconrus.com/2015/05/bangladesh-top/

Today telecom operators are discussing 5G and the news of he Internet of things. 
According to various estimates, the number of Internet-connected devices by 2020 
is expected to reach 20-50 billion globally and the IoT (Internet of Things) market 
is expected to have new segments and spheres. According to research firm IDC, 
explosive growth in cloud and number of Internet-connected devices is expected to 
propel the IoT market globally to $3.04 trillion by 2020. Internet-connected devices will 
become proactive and offer solutions even before the request for it. Some of them - like 
smartphones, tablets, wearable computing devices, connected cars - are already doing 
it. However, the real IoT will unfold in 5G networks, which presumably will cover the 
world by 2020. Their main advantage - high speed data transfer and instant response. 
http://kommersant.ru/doc/2713683

YouTube announced a partnership with AwesomenessTV, a multi-platform media 
company, to produce and create multiple feature length films with YouTube stars over 
the next 18 months. The films will be produced by Brian Robbins, chief executive and 
founder of AwesomenessTV. These movies will have their premiere on YouTube.
http://www.sostav.ru/publication/youtube-snimet-polnometrazhnye-filmy-16336.html
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RETAIL BUSINESS 
—

Amid the decline in retail lending in Q1, mortgages and especially credit cards have 
experienced growth. However, all the growth in credit cards account for Sberbank and 
VTB 24. State banks minimize their risks increasing credit card issuance to existing 
clients, while commercial banks don’t have such capability. 
http://kommersant.ru/doc/2721717

In 2014, the «Russian Standard» showed 15.9 billion rubles loss, with 11.1 billion rubles 
loss in the second half of the year, according to the bank's IFRS statements. At the 
same time the losses of other large retail monoline banks were significantly less in 
2014.
http://kommersant.ru/doc/2721749

The total volume of remittances from Russia increased more than twice for the past 
5 years. According to the Central Bank, private individuals transferred abroad $ 68.9 
billion in 2014. Uzbekistan used to be the leading destination for remittances, but in 
2014 Switzerland was #1 with the volume of remittances to Switzerland increasing more 
than twice in comparison to 2013. Also the volume of remittances to the US and UK 
significantly increased.
http://www.forbes.ru/finansy/infographics/287633-v-kakie-strany-rossiyane-chashche-vsego-perevodyat-
dengi

SME
—

On January 22 Finolog, a business recovery system, announced in Facebook a free 
service «How much does employee’s time cost?».  During the first day users shared 
the link 1213 times, and the service has got over 2000 subscribers. Mikhail Smolyanov, 
founder of the service, talks about his secret of success, the financial illiteracy of 
entrepreneurs and what he plans to do with his customer base.
http://siliconrus.com/2015/05/finolog/

Jowi, a restaurant management service, which automates its processes.
http://siliconrus.com/2015/05/jowi/

CORPORATE BUSINESS 
—

The limit of the Bank of Russia for «project funding» was practically exhausted on 
Friday: an interdepartmental commission at the Ministry of Economy approved the 
allocation of 43 billion rubles. by the Central Bank for the three projects, having only 
9 billion rubles remained. 
http://kommersant.ru/doc/2721165

Finance Ministry proposes to oblige pension funds to buy securities issued to finance 
infrastructure projects.
http://rbcdaily.ru/finance/562949994968782
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BANKINg SECTOR 
—

Alexey and Dmitry Ananiev, owners of Promsvyazbank, sold 10% of their shares through 
the stock exchange at the valuation of 1.3 of bank’s capital, while Sberbank was traded 
at 0.93. Such a small stake for such a high price, according to market participants, could 
have been acquired by a pension fund and the Promsvyazbank shares were transferred 
to the first level of the Moscow stock exchange listing especially for this deal.
http://kommersant.ru/doc/2721121
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Best regards,
Vladislav Solodkiy
Managing Partner 
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